Establishing sound blending in moderately mentally retarded children: implications of verbal instruction and pictorial prompting.
The present study evaluated a program for establishing blending of consonants (C) and vowel-consonant (VC) syllables in moderately mentally retarded children. The study consisted of two experiments. Experiment 1 assessed whether the subjects' failure to blend was due to the task requirements per se, or to the inadequacy of the instructional terminology ("Say together"). Experiment 2 evaluated the implications of using pictorial prompts in the acquisition and generalization of C-VC blending. The data revealed that (a) adequate verbal instruction had a modest but significant effect on the subjects' blending performance (Experiment 1), and (b) training without pictorial prompts resulted in better blending of trained and untrained C-VC items than training with pictorial prompts (Experiment 2).